That We Should Be Called Children of God

1 John 3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

So great is this idea that we are called God's children that John has to say it twice just to convince himself it's real.  That God lavished such an abundance of love on us that He doesn't just put up with us, but loves us as His own children.

1.  Receiving our identity from God our Father

One thing a father is responsible for passing on to his children is a sense of identity – in Bible times, there was no job hunt.  You did what your father did.  Simon son of Jonah told everyone he was a fisherman

You belong to God

· Romans 14:7 For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 

· 1 Cor 6:19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.

· Song of Songs 2:16,6:3,7:10

· 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

· Romans 1:5 Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. 6 And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 

Why does it matter?

Understanding that we have received a new identity through belonging to God is what enables us to no longer find our identity in this world.

· John 15:19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 

· Gal 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

We can't live for the eternal if our identity is in the temporal.

· Col 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.

This is what produces the Romans 12:1-2 transformation – realizing that we are no longer a part of the pattern of this world, but a part of the kingdom.

· 2 Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 

Though we may not have seen any drastic change at the point of salvation, and though sin and the flesh and the world may continue to have a hold on us, we are a new creation.

There is a fundamental change inside of us when we are born again.

Bob Sorge puts it this way: we go from being 'sinners that struggle to love God' to being 'lovers of God that struggle with sin.'

We were made to love God.  There is nothing radical or unnatural in loving God.  What's unnatural and out of place is the hold that the world and the flesh have on us.  Knowing that we are children of God gives us that sense of identity and purpose.

This culture is searching for identity in all sorts of things because we don't know who we are.

The average American will go through:

2.5-3 major changes in 3yrs of undergrad work

10.5 job changes from age 18 to age 40

3-5 major career changes

We're trying to find identity in a job – no wonder we can't find one that fits.

This whole idea has seeped into the culture of church.  So many in the church and particularly the young generation are desperately seeking to 'find their calling.'  It's good to see hunger to serve and please God  But no one's saying what needs to be said – our calling is to be His child/bride/friend

If our identity is in our calling we are:

· frustrated, guilt-ridden and directionless when we don't know what it is

· defensive of our calling when we think we know what it is

· hurt and offended when our attempts to minister don't work out

When our identity is God, no one can take that away from us

· Luke 10:41"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, 42but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her." 

We need a revelation of who we are.  We are not a collection of preachers, teachers, evangelists, prophets and apostles who God uses on occasion if we happen to be good at what we do.  We are the children of God!  It's deeper and more lasting than an occupation or a calling.  It's an identity – we have been adopted into the family of God.

· Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 

And now our name – our identity – comes from God.

· Eph 3:14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 

Our identity is not found in what we do or in what we're like.  It's found in who we are in God's eyes.  His is the only opinion that matters.  The Apostle John understood this.  By the time Jesus was finished working in John's life he went from the boastful apostle who wanted the right-hand seat in heaven to one who would only ever refer to himself as 'the disciple whom Jesus loved.'

Receiving the kingdom as children

· Mark 10:13 Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 15 Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” 

· Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 

Abba – The Aramaic term for father that expresses it in a way much more intimate than the Greek.  Jesus uses it only once – at Gethsemane.  God isn't they type of Father we speak to as 'Yes sir', 'No sir' or even 'Yes Father', 'No Father'.  We are to call Him Abba – Daddy.

A little child does not attempt to earn anything from their parent's they just trust.

We don't have to earn His love, He already chose to give it

Psalm 139:16 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.
         And in Your book they all were written, 
         The days fashioned for me, 
         When as yet there were none of them. 
 17 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!
         How great is the sum of them!
 18 If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
         When I awake, I am still with You. 

He loves us even in our weakness

· Luke 15 – the prodigal son

· Mt 23:37 - “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.”

· Micah 7:18 - He delights in showing mercy. 

A father watches in pride as his child learns to walk even though he stumbles and falls in at what is to the father a most simple, mundane task.  No child has ever been so embarrassed at failing in walking that he gives up and refuses to try walking, or hides from his father until he has it mastered.  Yet that's how we treat God so often.  He is proud of us and delights in us even in our weakness and He wants us to run to Him, not hide from Him when we struggle.  He doesn't

He desires that we could love Him and receive His love in confidence – without shame

The Garden of Eden makes a great picture of God as our Father, both because He literally was Father to Adam and Eve, and because in the Garden nothing had yet corrupted our relationships or the way we see them.

· Gen 2:25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

Adam and Eve were naked before the Fall.  They were weak human flesh that had no right to be in the presence of a holy, uncreated God.  But they didn't know that.  All they had ever known was God walking in the garden with them as though that were perfectly normal.

· Gen 3:7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 
8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
9 Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?” 
10 So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 

· 11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?” 

God is angered, not at Adam and Eve, but at the one who introduced shame.  They've always been naked – unworthy to walk in His presence except by His grace.  But now they feel it.  God is angered, not by their failure, but by the loss of perfect relationship they way He intended it.

· 12 Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” 
13 And the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

The immediate effect of sin is that man begins making excuses and pointing the finger of blame – he feels the need to justify himself before God.

· 21 Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them. 
22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. 24 So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.

God in His mercy covers their shame and in His love removes them from the tree of life so that they will not always live in this condition.  He begins the drama of redemption and the promise of a new life where we can once again walk with Him in the way that He intended – without shame, with total confidence before Him not because we deserve it but because He loves us anyway.

What then is our motivation?

If we're not reaching for our identity or for His love, then why do we do all the things He asks us to do?  The answer is very simple: His delight.

As our Father, He is both our only source of affection and our only object of affection.  Little children have a very small world – their parents are everything to them.

· Proverbs 8:30 Then I was beside Him as a master craftsman;
And I was daily His delight, 
Rejoicing always before Him, 
31 Rejoicing in His inhabited world, 
And my delight was with the sons of men. 
32 “ Now therefore, listen to me, my children, 

His delight is in us – His children.  We are His pride and joy.

· Job 1:8 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?” 

*Can you imagine that God in heaven brags to His enemies about you?  Or to the angels?  Misty's song - 'oh angels oh angels look and see. through that dark night of faith she is gazing at me '

*Seriously, have you ever done anything just because it would make God smile??

He delights in us in the mundane – the seemingly unimportant

· Col 3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 

A hard saying if it's labor for our Lord.  A very easy and joyful one if it's a gift of love for our Father.  Little kids will do anything for Daddy.  The simplest crafts or color pages 'I'm making this for Daddy.'

He delights in our worthless offerings.

· We have no other kind that we can give Him.  Even the biggest and best things we have to offer He could easily do for Himself without lifting a finger.  Yet even our biggest failures He delights in.

· No father has ever rejected a picture from his toddler because it's scribbled or they didn't stay in the lines.  No mother has ever despised a bouquet of dandelions even though they're just weeds.  God like any parent is able to see beyond the offering to the one offering it.  And He loves us – so He loves anything and everything we do for Him.

· How much do we do for Him?  If God has a refrigerator proudly displaying everything I ever gave Him, what would it look like?  Is it nearly empty except for one carefully framed masterpiece in the center because everything else I threw out because I thought it wasn't good enough or He wouldn't be interested?  Or is it plastered front and back and sides and top with all sorts of random gifts, some of them decent, most of them awful, but all of them given with a heart of love?

God our Father...

...is our source of identity

...is our source of affection

...is our object of affection

